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Introduction and Background 

This is a summary of data for all qualifications at NFQ levels 1 to 10 published on the Irish Register of Qualification (IRQ) in Quarter 3 2025. 

The IRQ is a resource that provides public confirmation of the formal, technical relationship between a qualification and the National Framework of 
Qualifications (NFQ). It aims to include all quality-assured qualifications included in the NFQ awarded by universities, technological universities, 
institutes of technology and QQI, in its capacity as an awarding body.  Each designated awarding body is responsible for uploading their own data to the 
IRQ and QQI works closely with these awarding bodies to ensure the database is up to date. The IRQ includes information about all programmes of private 
and independent higher education institutions, education and training boards, private further education providers and community and voluntary 
providers validated by QQI and leading to a QQI Award.   

The aim of this analysis is to review Irish qualifications listed on the IRQ at all NFQ levels, focusing specifically on titling conventions, award class and 
credits. The data was taken from the IRQ during Quarter 3 2025. The qualifications were categorised by NFQ level, titles, award class, field of learning and 
credit volume. 

It should be noted that the number of qualifications listed across various NFQ levels does not necessarily reflect the volume of education and training 
programmes offered by providers within the Irish education and training system. In higher education, qualifications are generally associated with specific 
programmes and institutions. For example, a single master's programme at a university might result in three distinct qualifications recorded in the IRQ at 
Level 9: a postgraduate certificate, a postgraduate diploma, and a master’s degree. 

In contrast, most (but not all) qualifications within the further education and training sector are national awards maintained by QQI. A single award listed 
in the IRQ may be delivered by multiple providers, each offering different programmes that lead to that same qualification. 

 

Data Overview   

• Total qualifications at NFQ level 1-10 listed on the IRQ (Q3 2025): 12,298.   

 

 



 

 

 

   
 

• Total qualifications per NFQ Level:   

NFQ Level Total  

1 31 

2 32 

3 144 

4 151 

5 731 

6 1693 

7 1347 

8 2910 

9 4752 

10 507 
 

• Award Classes: Major Award, Minor Award, Special Purpose Award and Supplemental Award.  

• Credits: There are two credit systems in operation in Ireland, one in further education and another in higher education. The Further Education and 
Training (FET) Credit System is used exclusively at NFQ level 1 to 5. Typically, one FET credit corresponds to 10 hours of Learning. NFQ level 6 is 
split across both FET credits and ECTS. The European Credit Transfer and Accumulation System (ECTS) is used for NFQ level 7 to 10 and typically, 
one credit corresponds to 25-30 hours of learning. 

Irish Register of Qualifications data is available at: Irish Register of Qualification 

https://irq.ie/

















