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2023 - Progressing a 
more Unified 

Tertiary System - A 
more unified further 

and higher 
education and 

research system

DFHERIS Statement 
of Strategy 2021-

2023 - improve 
transition to further 

and higher 
education for school 

leavers

Future FET -
Transforming Learning 
Strategy 2020-2024 -

“People will move 
seamlessly between FET 

and HE with clear 
transition criteria in 

large numbers”

First national FET 
Strategy 2014-2019 
(target 10% FET to 

HE)

The Further 
Education and 

Training Act (2013) 
SOLAS



Barriers to HE progression
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Structural

• Transport, accommodation, food, loss of earnings
• Caring responsibilities

• Financial capacity, IT capacity

Institutional

• Fees
• CAO points

• Class sizes, lecturer accessibility 

Social

• Fear, apprehension, ‘not fitting in’
• Supports?

• Is it worth it?
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Retention

Specialised skills

Academic Writing Skills

Life Experience / Maturity

Personal Responsibility

Entering HE via FET vs after LC
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Harness momentum & 
levels of willingness

Enable, develop & 
nurture the relationship 

with all partners, 
regions & 

representatives

Enabling structures

Surface all good work & 
developments

Positive & Proactive
Tertiary Programme 
Coordinators/Leads

Share challenges & 
achievements





LOETB & SETU Tertiary Degree Programmes
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Years 1 & 2 Portlaoise Institute Years 3 & 4 SETU’s Carlow campus

Honours Degree in Business (Level 6) Honours degree in Business (Levels 7 & 8)

Honours Degree in Software Development (L 6) Honours Degree in Software Development (L 7 & 8)



Progress so far…
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Ongoing 
Quality 

Enhancement 
Visits

Set up on 
SETU systems, 
registration, 
Blackboard, 

Banner

Student 
interviews, 

staff training/ 
conference, 

site visits

Data Sharing 
Agreement & 

Joint Controller 
Agreement 

(HEA & SOLAS)

PR  (open days 
& evenings, 
websites, 

social media) 
& Recruitment

MOA & 
Consortium 
Agreement

Ensuring learners with additional needs have access to same level of supportsAdditional Supports 

Ensuring learners have access to same level of resources, e.g., classrooms, equipment, sports, library, clubs & socs Learner Experience

Collaboration between teachers and lecturers, programme coordinators, programme boards, assessmentAcademic Standard



2024 & 
Beyond

－ Additional Programmes with 
other ETBs

－ Learnings from the 2023 
pilot; action research 
evaluation

－ Developing bespoke 
programmes in collaboration 
with industry
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Thank you!

Questions?...
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