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Presentation Overview

The QEU and Student Engagement in Quality

Student Digital Space Initiative

Commitment to Student Engagement at UCC

Alignment with national and international policies



Student Engagement in QA 
& QE: A Partnership & 
Innovation Journey

UCC Quality Enhancement Policy (2018)

‘In our quality enhancement approach, we are
committed to engaging students as active partners in
the QE process to embed a student-centred approach’.

UCC’s QEU: Pioneers in student engagement in quality 
review processes 

First Irish university: students as full Reviewers in 
Quality Peer Review Panels (since 2014)

Student reviewers: input into QE of QR processes

Peer Quality Reviewer Digital Badge since 2018/19

Student Digital Space since 2021/22

3rd QR Cycle (since 2015/16): 100% Panels with 
Student Reviewers



Latest QA Student Engagement Initiative
2022 



Student Digital Space (SDS)
Goals, Objectives and Functions

https://www.ucc.ie/en/qeu/student-reviewers/


SDS: Implementation Steps



Student Digital Space: 
Going Forward

• Phase Two to follow (2024/25)

• Benefitting from NStEP feedback (2022)

• Staff & Students Partnership Approach: 
Enablers
• SU Strategic Plan as a springboard
• Relationship-building with the student 

community (Good Practice)
• International benchmarking
• Study exchange through Erasmus +

• Key steps towards a successful outcome

QEU 
scoping 
exercise 

A resource for 
students or a 
participation space?
•Internal Brainstorming

•Consultation with key stakeholders

•Collaboration with SU

QEU Work 
Planning 

Staff & Student 
Partnership 

Steering Group 

Implementation 
Plan

Periodic Review 
by Staff & 

Student Group



Alignment with strategic priorities at UCC

‘By embracing students as partners and experts in their university experience, 
we will ensure that the student voice informs UCC’s activities and decision-making’

https://www.ucc.ie/en/president/strategy2028/studentsuccess/


Alignment with National Approaches

HIGHER EDUCATION 
AUTHORITY, QUALITY 
AND QUALIFICATIONS 

IRELAND AND UNION OF 
STUDENTS OF IRELAND: 

NSTEP (2016)

STEPS TO 
PARTNERSHIP 

FRAMEWORK (2021)

QUALITY ASSURANCE 
AND QUALITY 

ENHANCEMENT: ONE OF 
THE 4 DOMAINS OF 

STUDENT ENGAGEMENT

NSTEP STRATEGY 
2022-2025

‘AN AMBITIOUS PLAN TO 
EMBED AUTHENTIC 

STUDENT ENGAGEMENT’

INTERNATIONALLY-
FOCUSED & 

RECOGNIZED

‘AN INSPIRING 
PRACTICE WITHIN THE 

EHEA’



Any questions?

Thank you

sbrandi@ucc.ie



Useful Links

• UCC QEU Student Digital Space

• UCC Strategic Plan (2023-28) Securing our Future

• UCC Academic Strategy (2018)

• UCC (QEU) Quality Enhancement Plan (2018)

• Guidelines on Periodic Quality Reviews 

https://www.ucc.ie/en/qeu/student-reviewers/
https://www.ucc.ie/en/president/strategy2028/
https://www.ucc.ie/en/media/support/regsa/dpr/academicstrategy/AcademicStrategy2018-2022.pdf
https://www.ucc.ie/en/qeu/quality-enhancement-policy/
https://www.ucc.ie/en/qeu/guidelines/


Student Reviewers Testimonials
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