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RETHINKING ASSESSMENT:
CAN WE BALANCE CAUTION AND TRANSFORMATION?
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Entire student houses caught cheating in
online university exams

Student housemates are sharing pictures of exam questions and completing papers as a
team, experts say

By Ewan Somerville
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Samuel Beckett's

WAITING What do we mean by
transformation?

What sort of assessment
changes do we want?
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Affirmative v. Transformative Change
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Authentic Assessment

“Real world”
External
Static —accept asitis

Conflate world of work

McArthur, J. (2022). Rethinking authentic assessment: work,
wellbeing and society. Higher Education
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Authentic Assessment

Affirmative Approaches Transformative Approaches
Accept the real world as it is From real world/world of work to
SOCIETY

Accept the world of work as it is
From task performance to why we

Seek to sustain (albeit often improve) VALUE THE TASK

the current organization of society
From the status-quo of the ‘real

world’/world of work to transforming
society
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See: McArthur, J., Blackie, M., Pitterson, N., & Rosewell, K. (2021). Student assessment: assessment: Fducational Lancaster
connections between self and society. Assessment & Evaluation in Higher Education Research | University %=
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-1 S — > If we are genuine about
| transformation, and if we are

1 Subject Math | | ;

> Student Name|Testl|Test 2|Test 3| Test4|Average| Grade GTadlng ale'- M 11
e IEEERET - il genuine about authenticity....
4 hya

e S|S0 sl f i 00.100% 5 (excellen)

6 Sarhang | 25 | 64 | 90 | 85 | 66 | Pass |  8()—_89% 4 (good) . .
R N T A 70-79% 3 (safsfactory) We must connect grading with
+ 2z |85 | 86 | o9 [100| o3 60 - 69% 2 (pass) the PURPOSE of assessment
10 Kany 75 | 85 | 99 | 98 | 8 | Good | (.59 | (failed)

1 Karwan 65 20 60 | 100 79

Most formal education has an utterly
self-defeating, not fit for purpose
grading system.
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Norm-based
hegemony

EGIETIBLE

1 a3
e

g Galway United FC 24 13 B 5 45
24 11 & 7

* Shelbourne

-

ARy B

2077 TOYOTA AR e
PREMIERSMIP

SEASON LADOIR & umm®
>

f .
E s o . ' -

B e O E e > .

7. Bl oo v . - - .

I B e A -

B vores - - x

B vos " - »

- - - - - -

KB s 0om » . s

v TR . -

u - vees -

- R ~ -

n LT O0MN e - -

Bl - - ~

Bl v - -~

-

[0 P T— ~ -

- - ——— . ‘ ' ' . .- - " o

B : e e Educational | Lancaster E=3

Research | University *=*



Norm-based
hegemony

Education is not a race

Specifically, assessment is not a race where
students are ranked 1st, 2" etc.

Living flourishing lives is not a race
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| want a nurse, surgeon,
anesthetist etc who have met the
criteria and demonstrated they
can perform this task.

AND who have committed to
ongoing professional
development (learning) to ensure
that remains the case.

It is far more important what sort of lifelong professional
learner our assessment practices have nourished, than the
mark they got on an exam 20 years ago.
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What the student does
Marking criteria

Grade/evaluation
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What the student
does

To be cautious

Marking criteria

Grade/evaluation

Is to robustly defend
this
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So what is it we really

Learning outcomes and highly differentiated grades

- it doesn’t make sense Wa nt to aCh ieve
“The student will be able to...” th rough assessment?

What is the relationship between LOs and marking criteria?

The best marking criteria surely enable us to know if the student has met the
learning outcome, not how much?

How much doesn’t even make sense much of the time...

And we know, that high stakes and anxiety are barriers to learning
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Let us go forward and talk quietly — without
the noise — decide what matters about
assessment

Assessment — we are going to be criticized

So at least let us be criticized for something:

. we believe in

. based in years of credible
educational research

. hopeful and joyous

In this quest we build alliances and
complementary work
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