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Providers and Quality Assurance
• Provider is central to QA
• In legislation – “providers shall establish procedures for QA …”
• In international good practice in education – European 

Standards and Guidelines for QA



QQI’s role in QA
• Varies according to the capacity and status of the provider
• For all providers:

• Issue Guidelines
• Promote National Framework of Qualifications (NFQ)
• Monitor and review QA
• Initiatives for system understanding and enhancement

• For providers without awarding powers
• Validate programmes and make QQI Awards

• Recognising awarding powers
• NFQ listing of awarding bodies (which may be providers)
• Delegation of authority to providers
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Sectoral and sub-sectoral stories



Future steps
• Consultation on successor to Cinnte for HE and beyond 

inaugural ETB 
• Refinement of monitoring tools – annual quality reports, 

quality dialogue visits, improved data
• Policy influences

• HEA Bill - governance and regulation (+ € 307m)
• Major reform of FET funding and programmes
• Tertiary strategy
• Internationalisation strategy
• Research bill
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