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Background



International cooperation in context



QQI and International Cooperation:  A Legislative 
Requirement

Cooperate with 
international 

bodies on quality 
assurance policy 

and practice

Obliged to inform itself of 
practices outside the state 

in respect of matters 
relevant to its statutory 

functions

Cooperate with 
international 

bodies on 
qualifications 

policy and practice



International Partnerships: Quality 
Assurance



Links with International QA and Regulatory Bodies

QQI’s key memberships include:
• European Association for Quality Assurance in Higher 

Education (ENQA)
• The International Network for Quality Assurance 

Agencies in Higher Education (INQAAHE)
• The  Cross-Border Quality Assurance Network 

(CBQAN)

• Also QQI is 
• a registered agency in the European Quality 

Assurance Register (EQAR) and 
• the Irish National Reference Point for EQAVET, a 

community of practice promoting European 
collaboration in developing and improving QA in 
vocational education and training

QQI bilateral 
arrangements include inter 
alia MOUs signed with the:
• Malaysian Qualifications Agency 

(MQA)
• China Education Association for 

International Exchange (CEAIE)
• Tertiary Education Quality and 

Standards Agency, Australia 
(TEQSA)

• UK’s Quality Assurance Agency 
(QAA)



International 
influence on 
topical policy/ 
practice areas

Future of 
Quality 

Assurance

QA & 
European 

Universities 
Initiative

Codes of 
practice for 

international 
education/

QA of 
Transnational

education

Academic 
Integrity 

Micro 
Credentials



Qualifications’ Frameworks and the 
Recognition of Qualifications



QQI as a Qualifications Authority

• QQI is the  national qualifications authority as well as being 
the national quality assurance agency

• In terms of qualifications, QQI has the roles of: 
• maintaining Ireland’s National Framework of 

Qualifications (NFQ)
• facilitating the recognition of international awards in 

Ireland and the recognition of Irish awards internationally
• Like its engagements on quality assurance, these too have a 

very pronounced international dimension



Relationship of the NFQ to the QF-EHEA and EQF



Recognition of Qualifications



Looking Forward



A renewed focus on the international dimension of 
education: new Development Directorate established in QQI

Coherent and strategic approach to QA 
and Qualifications matters in international 

education in Ireland  

Research and 
Innovation

International 
Mobility 

(NARIC) and 
Prior Learning

International 
Education  

Unit





IEM development and implementation
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