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Session aims 

• Examine principles of assessment design in a blended learning environment 

• Examine two case studies (i) Oral Irish exams (ii) Alternative School 
Placement 

• Reflect and rethink our own assessment approaches
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Blended learning is often understood as the integration of traditional classroom forms and techniques 
with methods and models based on the implementation of digital technologies.
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Blended Learning Environment – a strategic approach  



Towards Improving student outcomes in the blended 
learning environment
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Key questions to consider 

➢ What are your institution’s strategic aims for learning, teaching and assessment?

➢ What points for improvement have been identified in programme/module reviews or 
external inspection reports?

➢ What learning outcomes are you trying to achieve?

➢ In what context will the learning take place?

➢ What technologies are available to enhance learning?

➢ What support do you need?

➢ What do you already do well?



Key principles of assessment

Principles and Methods of Assessment. (2015). Principles and Methods of Assessment. [online] Available 
at: https://abdao.wordpress.com/ [Accessed 20 Apr. 2018].
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Designing Assessments 

• Make assessment more engaging by incorporating activities based on peer assessment

• Make assessment more varied and inclusive by allowing students to draw on their personal 
experience and provide choice over topics, format and timing of assignments 

• Provide opportunities for self-assessment

• Build in reflective tasks to help students evaluate their progress towards learning goals



• Professional Development for Faculty

• Responding to students feedback

• IT Infrastructure 

• Quality Assurance Frameworks 

• Student Feedback 

Delivering  



• A quality student experience occurs when there is coherence and alignment between the technology, 
learning objectives, teaching and learning activities, and assessment demands of a course.  

Effective practice in blended learning requires selecting the most appropriate tools for the purpose 

The adoption of blended learning should exploit the capacity of technology to promote active and 
participative learning

Ongoing review and evaluation is vital to uphold quality and standards 

Some final thoughts…………….. 


